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Walkability Study Summer 
Internship
CAST STEM



San Antonio Southwest Side Walkability 
Study

An In-depth look of Pearsall Park and health of 

the community 



CAST STEM is a 
Southwest ISD high 
school located within 
Palo Alto College 
focused around STEM- 
based education. All of 
the interns are seniors 
from CAST STEM who 
have earned their Part 
107 FAA certification.

CHEST is a locally 
owned non-profit 
whose goal is to bridge 
the gap between the 
health expectancy 
around San Antonio. 
They initally 
approached us at the 
2025 Aviation and 
Aerospace hall of fame.

The Dee Howard 
Foundation is focused 
on sparking youth 
interests in the 
aerospace career field. 
They provided us 
drones, equipment and 
various softwares for 
our 3D mapping.



Purpose:

To document and survey the 
environmental conditions the 
areas that affect walkability 
and health, such as:

- Sidewalk quality or absence
- Overgrown vegetation or 
encroachments
- Illegal dumping sites or litter
- Park access and conditions
- Shade availability and green 
spaces

Summer Internship Project

Drone resources

We were able to use the 
drone for reaching areas we 
couldn’t reach and to make a 
layout for a map by using:

-3rd party waypoint mapping
-Uploading waypoint files 
onto RC
-Taking timed shots every 2-3 
seconds
-Compiling data into 3D 
models



Infrastructure and 
Inequities 

• Out of the city’s 5,000 hospital beds, only 
100 are located south of Hwy 90. 

• 28% of San Antonio residents live in a food 
desert.

• $6.1 billion in lost productivity annually

• 551,000 life years lost

“Southside neighborhoods face higher poverty rates, lower 
educational attainment and limited access to essentia l services, 

all of which are t ightly intertwined with the observed health 
disparit ies.” 

                                       -  Rebecca V, Edward B,  Rebeca C (2024) 

“It is important to note, however, that these disparities are rooted in a lack of investment over generations 

and cannot be attributed solely to individual behaviors.”



Benefits of Local Parks

Health Related

• Improves cardiovascular 

health

• Lowers the risk of obesity, 

diabetes, and heart 

disease.

• Combats Osteoporosis 

(Bone Density Loss)

• Improves Mental Health 

and cognitive abilities

Community Related
• Provides a free, safe 

public meeting place

• Creates local jobs

• Can increase property 

value

• Removes urban air 

pollution

• Volunteer opportunity

• Educational outdoors 

activities 



Defining Walkability

• Pedestrian Infrastructure: The presence of 

continuous, well-maintained sidewalks, 

accessible crosswalks, traffic calming, and safe 

intersections.

• Transit Connectivity: Public transportation, 

reducing the need for private vehicle ownership.

• Proximity & Density: Having a high concentration 

of mixed-use buildings, places, and daily 

destinations within a short, comfortable distance.

Key Components 

The measure of how friendly 
an area is to pedestrians.

Definition



US ENVIRONMENTAL  
PROTECTION AGENCY

Provides walkability scores based 
on a formula that ranks indicators 
from the Smart Location Database 
that have been demonstrated to 
affect the propensity of walk trips. 

SLD summarizes more than 90 
different indicators:

• density of development
• diversity of land use
• street network design
• accessibility to destinations 
• demographic employment 

statistics

EPA Walkability Index

Austin, TX

Mueller
Lake Park

Patterson 
Neighborhood 

Park



trailway

trailway

Phil Hardberger
Park

McAllister Park

Mcallister Park

EPA Walkability 

Phil Hardberger Park



Pearsall park

PEARSALL EPA WALKABILITY SCORE

• 3.9 miles from 

grocery store

• 3.6 miles from 

Emergency Room

• 3 bus stops within

     5 min. walk



WALKSCORE

Bike Score

Bike Score

Based on bike infrastructure, 
topography, destinations and 

road connectivity.

Walk Score

1 - 100

Walk Score

Based on walking routes to 
destinations such as grocery 

stores, schools, parks, 
restaurants, and retail.

Measures from 0-100, Walk Score’s data algorithm is aligned with latest academic research 
intended for analysts and researchers in the fields of real estate, urban planning, government, 

public health, and finance.

Transit Score

Calculates distance to closest 
bus stop on each route, 

analyzes route frequency and 
type.

Transit Score

1 - 100 1 - 100



Walkability Thoughout San Antonio 
Phil Hardberger Park

Car-Dependent
Almost errands require a car.

Some Transit
A few nearby public transportation options.

Bikeable
Some bike infrastructure.

McAllister Park

Car-Dependent
Most errands require a car.

Minimal Transit
It is possible to get on a bus.

Somewhat Bikeable
Minimal bike infrastructure.



Car-Dependent
Most errands require a car.

Some Transit
A few nearby public transportation options.

Somewhat Bikeable

Minimal bike infrastructure.

Pearsall Park Walk Score



Illegible Wheelchair Accessibility 

Trailhead Signage

• Park hours 5AM - 11PM 
• Trail hours Sunrise - Sunset

• Located near Pumptrack, often unknown to many visitors 



There is a need for the lack of trash 
receptacles for pet waste and other 
trash. The ones that were in the park 
were either damaged or overflowing.

Pet Waste and Trash 
Receptacles

Push For Change

Some bus stops within walking distance 
have no covering or a safe way to pass 
over Old Pearsall Road. Endangering 
both pedestrians and vehicles. 

Bus Stops

Frequent city sponsored and independent 
events, but no online presence or official 
calender for parkgoers to be informed.

Community Events



Need for shade

With Texas being as hot as it is, inadequate 
shade is both insufferable and dangerous. 
Many tables and bus stops in the area 
weren’t shaded.
Many spots had minimal shade such as 
• Some areas along the trail
• On top midden mound and around Cox 

Tract
• Outer parts of playground
• Bus stops around park

Shaded Areas



Geocaching is a real-world 
treasure-hunting experience 

that gets people outdoors. We 
placed geocaches around 
Pearsall Park to encourage 
people to be more active, 

explore the park, and enjoy 
the outdoors.

Geocaching

Survey QR Code

We gave out physical and digital 
surveys about the park to the 
locals each Pearsall Park visit.

Survey



Pearsall Park Conservancy

• Publicity for city and non-city 

sponsored events  

• Preserve native plant and animal 

life

• Coordinates volunteer 

opportunities & educational 

outside classrooms 

• Oversees maintenance, 

construction, park improvements 

• More event spaces

• Fundraising & donation

Benefits 

Pictured: Phil Hardberger Conservancy



PROJECT LEAD ORGANIZATION

Project sponsor Organization



Questions



Marketing Updates  
Penny Benavidez, Director of Public & Government Relations



Media Coverage (May – Aug.) 
Media Outlet​ Date​ Topic​

San Antonio Woman Magazine​ May/June Adrian Lopez - "Guy to Know"​

KSAT 12 May 5, 2026​ San Antonio Veterans Getting Direct Pipeline to Small 

Business Ownership through New City Program​

Hill Country Community Journal, Kens5, 

MyFoxZone, Yahoo News, KABB, KSCC

May 6, 2026 Construction & Skilled Trades Expo on May 12. 

San Antonio Report May 12, 2026 San Antonio’s Workforce is Evolving. Local Employers Have a 

Unique Opportunity to Shape its Future.

New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung June 5, 2026 Mother, Son Share Moment at Workforce Solutions Alamo 

Award Ceremony

San Antonio Report Jul. 7, 2026 Alamo Colleges District Launches One-Stop Hub for 

Workforce Training Programs

WSA Press Release Jul. 22, 2026 Hill Country & South Texas Flood Recovery Resources | 

We’re Here To Help

San Antonio Report Jul. 23, 2026 San Antonio has Lost 2k Manufacturing jobs since 2024. 

Industry Experts say they Aren’t Too Concerned.



Social Media Metrics:

Followers, Reach, and Engagement:

Top Performing Posts:

Capturing Impact Through Video Storytelling:



Trades Discovery Day

• Hosted on Sept. 19th by:

o Alamo Trades Club

o Boys & Girls Club of SA

• Event introduced teens to 
careers in the skilled trades:

o Hands-on experiences

o Industry presentations

o Interactive workshops



WSA Design Contests
• 2027 Fiesta Medal Design Contest

oTheme: "Workforce Superhero"

oEligibility: Alamo Region K-12 Students

oEntries:  65+ Entries

o Elementary School = 7
o Middle School = 17
o High School = 37

• WSA Mascot Design Contest

o Ideas: Careers/Industries, South Texas 
Roots, Local Culture and Wildlife

oEligibility: All Ages in the Alamo Region

oEntries:  80 Entries

 

ENTRIES CLOSED: October 2, 2026



Summer Earn & Learn Recognition Event

"One of the things she learned is that she can work. 

That she can get a job. And that she can be successful."
- SEAL Participant Parent



Summer Earn & Learn Recognition Event



2026 Hiring Red, White & You!

• 2026 Hiring Red, White & You!

Monday, November 9, 2026
9 a.m - 1 p.m. 
(9 – 10 a.m. Priority Service Hour)

Boeing Center at Tech Port
3331 General Hudnell Drive
San Antonio, TX 78226

• SA Veterans Parade

Saturday, November 7, 2026
12 noon – 1 p.m.
Milam Park to Houston St. 
(Downtown San Antonio, TX)



Questions



Program Updates  
Victoria Rodriguez, Director of Workforce Services 



Summer Earn and Learn (SEAL)
Offers paid, on-the-job, workplace readiness training, work experience, and transferable skills learning 

opportunities for students with disabilities.



Student HIreAbility Navigators



TX FAME



Questions



Career Exploration Events



Questions



Performance Briefing  
Victoria Rodriguez, Director of Workforce Services 



TWC MPR June 2026

*TWC I|3 has suppressed all measures except for REEMS and Initial Job Search.



Planned Participant Summary

*Data to August 2026.
*May vary on available funding.



Questions



Youth Services Transition 
Overview
Victoria Rodriguez, Director of Workforce Services 



Key Transition Activities



CEO Report  
Adrian Lopez



Atascosa Internship Award



Youth Services Briefing



Questions



Chair Report  



Questions



Thank you!
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